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M rs . M o o re  A s
T h e  Q u e e n  O f  U n d e r l a n d
Michael C. Kotzin
In th e ir  b iog raphy  of C .S . Lewis, R oger Lanceiyn Green 
and Walter Hooper c ite  the M arsh-w iggle Puddleglum  as 
the  only c h a rac te r in th e  C hronicles o f N arnia w ith a personal 
o rig inal (C .S . Lewis: A B iography  (New Y ork : H arcourt 
B race, 1974], p . 254). I would like to specu la te  on th e  
possib ility  th a t an o th e r c h a ra c te r  had one too , though  in 
th is  case the derivation  would most likely have been an 
unconscious one on Lewis' p a r t ;  I su g g es t th a t th e  Queen 
o f U nderland , fo r whom some lite ra ry  orig inals have already  
been pu t fo r th , might also have been based in p a r t on 
Mrs. Jane  King Moore.
M rs. Moore, t h e d i v o r c edm other o f a com rade in arm s 
of Lew is', en te red  his life d u rin g  World War I. Lewis' 
friend  was killed in the  w ar, and a f te r  it , p e rh ap s  to  keep 
a prom ise to him, Lewis, whose own m other had died when 
he was n ine and whose fa th e r  failed to  prov ide him with 
su ffic ien t paren ta l love and in te re s t , "em barked ," as his 
b ro th e r  p u ts  i t ,  "upon a re la tionsh ip  w ith M rs. Moore w hich 
was almost th a t o f  son and m other; and as soon as his 
f i r s t  y e a r as an u n d e rg rad u a te  was o v e r, in stead  o f moving 
from college into lodg ings, he se t up a joint menage with 
h e r and h e r d a u g h te r  M aureen. Having once em barked 
on th is  re la tionsh ip  w ith Mrs Moore, it was not in Jack 's  
n a tu re  la te r  to abandon h e r , and the menage in fact con­
tinued  in ex is tence  until h e r  d ea th  in 1951" (W.H. Lewis,
"A Memoir of C .S . Lew is," in L e tte rs  o f  C .S .  Lewis, e d .
W.H. Lewis [London: G eoffrey B les, 1966], p . 12).
It was not a happy move on th e  p a r t o f C .S . (known 
as Jack) Lewis. H ere is more of w hat his b ro th e r  says on 
th e  su b jec t: "She was a woman of v e ry  limited mind, and
notably  dom ineering and possessive  by tem peram ent. She 
cu t down to a minimum his v is its  to  his fa th e r , in te rfe red  
co n stan tly  w ith h is w ork ,an d  imposed upon him a heavy 
b u rden  of minor dom estic ta s k s . .  .1 dwell on th is  ra th e r  
unhappy  bu sin ess  w ith some re g re t ,  b u t it was one o f th e  
cen tra l and determ in ing  c ircum stances in Ja c k 's  life"
(Ib id . ,  p p . 12-13). Lewis him self has a 1 924 journal en try  
which gives a fu r th e r  ta s te  o f w hat th e  re la tionsh ip  was 
like fo r him. He say s : "It was un fo rtu n a te  th a t  my f irs t
sp rin g  flood o f Dymer  should coincide w ith a b u rs t  o f 
marm alade-m aking and sp rin g -c lean in g  on Mrs. Moore's p a r t ,  
w hich led w ithout in term ission into packing . I managed to 
g e t th ro u g h  a good deal o f w riting  in the  in te rv a ls  of 
jobbing in th e  k itchen  and doing m essages in H ead in g to n .. .
As an a lte rn a tiv e  to  th e  w ork one is longing to do and able 
to do (a t that time and heaven knows when again) ['dom estic 
d ru d g e ry ']  is m addening" (in I b id . ,  p . 92).
As th e  y ea rs  w ent by th e  situa tion  became w orse and 
w orse, as W.H. Lewis continues to  b ear w itness . "At 
O xford , for more than  th re e  d ecad es, Jack  continued  to 
live u nder th e  au tocracy  o f  Mrs Moore—an au tocracy  th a t 
developed into s tiflin g  ty ra n n y , as I experienced  m yself 
d u rin g  th e  y e a rs  o f my inclusion w ithin th is  incom prehensible 
m enage. . .J a c k 's  se rv itu d e  was made more burdensom e, as 
th e  y e a rs  passed , by Mrs Moore's sen ility  and invalidism : 
it was only broken  by her admission to a n u rs in g  home in 
A pril 1 950 and h e r  dea th  th e re  n ine months la ter"
("M emoir," I b i d . , p p . 21-22).
Like Mrs Moore, th e  Queen of U nderland in The S ilver  
Chair  gains contro l o f a m otherless young  man (in th e  s to ry  
she h e rse lf  has killed th e  m o th er), sep a ra tin g  him from his 
fa th e r . She b rin g s  him into her home. U nderland , w here 
she is absolu tely  "dom ineering and p o sse ss iv e ."  Her victim .
P rince R ilian, like C .S . Lewis, lives u n d e r "stifling  
ty r a n n y ,"  in " s e rv itu d e ,"  as his actions a re  contro lled  and 
limited by th e  explo itive queen . Of cou rse  th e  queen  is an 
actual w itch , and she  uses su p e rn a tu ra l pow ers to  maintain 
her contro l over h e r victim , who is not a t all free  to  escape 
from h e r until two ch ild ren  and th e  M arsh-w iggle help him 
to ge t free  from h e r enchan tm en t. Lewis, in c o n tra s t, 
technically  could have left Mrs Moore a t any tim e; bu t 
ap p aren tly  he felt incapable o f doing th a t for moral reasons 
o r was incapable for psychological o nes. In any  e v e n t, he 
may have fe lt as tra p p e d  as th e  victim of an e n c h a n tre ss , 
f ru s tr a te d  by having to do h e r jobs and not being able to 
do his own w ork. But th en  came his release as Mrs Moore 
finally  moved into th e  n u rs in g  home to await h e r d ea th .
She moved, as we have h ea rd , in A pril, 1 950, and 
died in Ja n u a ry , 1951. A ccording to  R oger Lanceiyn Green 
Lewis had nearly  completed The S i lver  Chair by th e  fall o f '
1 950 (C .S .  Lewis  [London: The Bodley Head, 1963], p . 37), 
and so he ap p aren tly  was w riting  it a t th e  same time’ as 
Mrs Moore was dy ing  in the n u rs in g  home. T h u s , he was 
w riting  about R ilian 's re lease a t th e  same time as he was 
ce leb ra ting  his own (and released  he w as, even if, as 
G reen and Hooper claim, he was v is itin g  h e r in th e  n u rs in g  
home ev e ry  d ay ; A B iography,  p p . 229-230). R ilian 's 
freedom was in su red  when he killed th e  qu een , who had 
taken  th e  form of a sn ak e , and by hav ing  Rilian kill th a t 
sn ak e , Lewis was p e rh ap s  ex p re ss in g  his own wish to  be 
to tally  free  of Mrs Moore—a w ish w hich was to  be fulfilled 
sh o rtly  th e re a f te r .
C .S . Lewis th e  c ritic  would have frowned upon th is  
w ort o f critic ism ; b u t th e  p rac tice  of p ro jec ting  one 's  se lf 
in to  a c h a ra c te r  in one 's  lite ra ry  fa iry  ta le  is conventional 
among w rite rs  in th a t g en re  and is perform ed n o tab ly , for 
exam ple, by one of its  ea rlie s t and most d is tin g u ish ed  
c re a to rs , Hans Christian A n d ersen . Lewis certa in ly  had good 
reason to  make Rilian in h is own image and to  make th e  w itch 
Queen of U nderland in th e  image o f Mrs Moore, and th e  
possib ility  th a t he did so is w orth  considering  if we a re  
cu rious about all o f  th e  possib le sources of a li te ra ry  w ork.
NOTE: G reen and Hooper claim th a t "In th e  summer of 1948 
Mrs Moore had to  re t ire  perm anently  into a n u rs in g  home," 
con trad ic tin g  W.H. Lewis' d a tin g  o f th a t even t (A Biography,  
p . 229). They su p p o rt th e ir  claim w ith a p u rp o r te d  quota­
tion from a le t te r  from C .S . Lewis to  S is te r  Penelope dated  
31 A ugust 1 948. However, a copy o f a le t te r  o f th a t da te  
from Lewis to  S is te r  Penelope w hich is in the  Wade Collection 
at Wheaton College says no th ing  a t all about Mrs Moore.
Based on th e  ev idence which I have seen , I th e re fo re  
m ust accep t th e  claims of Major Lewis (whose d ia ry , also 
in th e  Wade Collection, c ites  2 9 A pril 1950 as th e  d a te  when 
she en te red  th e  n u rs in g  home). G reen and Hooper them ­
selves seem to lean tow ard th e  la te r  d a te  when th ey  sub ­
seq u en tly  say  th a t " a f te r  some months [w hich sounds more 
like n ine m onths th an  like 29] in hospital Mrs M oore ... 
finally  died on 17 Ja n u a ry  1951" (A B iography , p . 257) — 
and th is  la te r  re fe ren ce  also g ives the  c o rrec t d a te  o f d ea th , 
w hereas th e  ea rlie r  one (on p . 230) gave 12 Jan u ary  1951. 
Even if  G reen and Hooper a re  c o rre c t, th e  fact rem ains 
th a t when Lewis was w riting  The S i lver  Chair Mrs Moore 
was ill and n ear d ea th  in a n u rs in g  home; b u t it would be 
more sign ifican t in re fe ren ce  to th e  sub jec t a t hand if  she 
had perm anently  en te red  th e  home only a sh o rt time before  
Lewis w rote th e  book, as was th e  case if  W.H. Lewis is 
c o rre c t.
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